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Zain Verjee is one of the world’s most respected and recognized journalists, with an 

action-packed background and experience as a storyteller, entrepreneur, 

communicator, and interviewer. She is well known as a former CNN anchor and 

correspondent, and has made a successful transition into the world of communications 

and creative entrepreneurship.

She is also a startup founder and content creator, co-founding aKoma Media, a 

continental network of workspaces for Africa’s creative and cultural economy, in 2015. 

Her other ventures in the creative space include Amplify, a content creator fellowship 

with participants from East/West Africa and the US, in partnership with MasterCard 

Foundation. In addition, with her former colleague and CNN anchor Isha Sesay, Zain will 

be launching Rouse, an immersive three day gathering event for an elite community of 

women in Africa and the diaspora in 2019. 

Zain resides in the Los Angeles area and Nairobi, Kenya, and her versatility and charisma 

have been a great asset for her in her post anchor life and entrepreneurial ventures.
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Raphael Kahane is an anchor for France 24 based at the network’s global headquarters in Paris. He hosts 

France 24’s prime time daily show “Paris Direct” which includes an hour-long live debate on international 

issues, Monday through Friday. 

Since joining France 24, Raphael has reported on and anchored a number of major news events including 

the US, Russian and French presidential elections, the Arab Spring, clashes in the Middle East and terror 

attacks in Europe.

Raphael moderated the inaugural edition of the One Planet Summit, on December 17, 2017 in Paris. 

Raphael previously worked for BusinessWeek and Arte. Before turning to journalism, he began his career in 

finance at BNP Paribas and Commerzbank.

Raphael received a Master's in Business and Finance from ESCP (Ecole supérieure de commerce de Paris) 

and a Bachelor in Economics from the Paris-Dauphine
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Arona Diedhiou serves since 2010 as
research director for the Institute of
Research for Development at Joseph
Fourier University of Grenoble, France
(IRD). He currently works on hydroclimatic
variability and on the environmental
factors associated with extreme events
throughout Africa (floods, drought, wet
and dry spells, heat waves).

Previously, he worked for IRD as a as a
research scientist. From 2007 to 2012, he
also served as head of the RIPIECSA
program, funding research projects on
climate-environment-society interactions
in West and Central Africa. Arona
Diedhiou's background is in atmospheric
physics, climatology, and mathematics. He
possesses a PhD in meteorology from the
University of Paris XII.

Wanjiru Kamau-Rutenberg is the current
Director of African Women in Agricultural
Research and Development (AWARD)

Wanjiru is also the Founder and past
Executive Director of Akili Dada, an award-
winning leadership incubator with a
mission to contribute to nurturing
transformative leadership in Africa's girls
and young women
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Akinwumi Ayodeji Adesina is the 8th elected
President of the African Development Bank
Group.

Adesina, 58, is a distinguished development
economist and agricultural development
expert with 25 years of international
experience. He is the first Nigerian to serve as
President of the Bank Group.

Adesina served as Nigeria’s Minister of
Agriculture and Rural Development from 2011
to 2015. He was previously Vice-President
(Policy and Partnerships) of the Alliance for a
Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA). He was also
Associate Director (Food Security) at the
Rockefeller Foundation in New York.

Adesina was Principal Economist and Social
Science Research Coordinator for the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA), Principal Economist and Coordinator of
the West Africa Rice Economics Task Force at
the West Africa Rice Development Association
(WARDA) and an Assistant Principal Economist
at the International Crop Research Institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT). From 2008 to
2010, Adesina was the President of the African
Association of Agricultural Economists.

Born in Mali, Samba Bathily is a world-renowned
African entrepreneur who pioneered the financial
structuring of major infrastructure projects,
particularly in the field of new technologies and clean
energy. To date, Samba Bathily has structured a
project portfolio worth more than $ 4 billion in many
strategic areas: fibre optics, renewables, hydraulic
dams, identification, data centers, building and
construction. Thanks to his global network, he excels
at establishing innovative financial strategies and
partnerships between private and public entities,
local and international financial institutions and
banks. He is now recognized as one of those leaders
whose contribution is critical to transform the African
continent as a global growth driver.

5

PANELISTS

Akinwumi Adesina
President of the 
African Bank of 
Development 

Samba Bathily
Founder of Solektra 

International 
Co-founder, 

AfroChampions 
Initiative 

Investor in R20 sub-
national Climate Fund 

for Africa 



Marie-Chantal Rwakazina is former economics
lecturer at the University of Rwanda and a
development expert who has been working
with the United Nations Development
Programme, where she was coordinator of UN
support programmes in the country.

Rwakazina is the current Mayor of Kigali. She
became a member of the council following her
election to represent Nduba Sector.

Jean-Bernard Lévy is a graduate of École
Polytechnique and Telecom Paris Tech. He began his
career at France Télécom in 1979 as an engineer in
Angers. In 1982, he became responsible for the
management of senior executives and staff budgets
at headquarter, and was subsequently promoted to
Deputy Head of Human Resources. Starting in 1986,
he served as an advisor to Gérard Longuet, the French
Minister for Postal Services & Telecommunications.
From 1988 to 1993, Jean-Bernard Lévy led the
Telecommunications Satellites division of Matra
Espace, which became Matra Marconi Space. In 1993
and 1994, he served as Chief of Staff to Gérard
Longuet, the French Minister for Industry, Postal
Services & Telecommunications, and Foreign Trade.
In 1995, he was appointed Chairman and CEO of
Matra Communication. In 1998, he became CEO, then
managing partner at Oddo & Cie. In the summer of
2002, Jean-Bernard Lévy joined Vivendi, where he
was CEO until April 2005. Starting in April 2005, he
was Chairman of its Management Board, a position
he held until June 2012. From December 2012 until
November 2014, he served as Chairman and CEO of
Thales Group, which is specialized in the aerospace
and defense industries. Jean-Bernard Lévy is
Chairman and CEO of EDF Group since 26 November
2014.
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Born January 22, 1964

Chairman & Chief Executive Officer of Danone

Emmanuel FABER began his career as a consultant
at Bain & Company before working as an
investment banker at Baring Brothers. He moved to
Legris Industries, where he was named Chief
Executive Officer in 1996.

Emmanuel joined Danone in 1997 to become in
2000 Chief Financial Officer and a member of the
company’s Executive Committee. In 2005 he took
up the position of Vice-President for the Asia-
Pacific region, based in Shanghai. In 2008,
Emmanuel was appointed Deputy General
Manager. In 2011, he became Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Directors and in October 2014, he was
named Chief Executive Officer. Since December
2017, Emmanuel is Danone’s Chairman & Chief
Executive Officer.

Since 2017, Emmanuel FABER is Vice Co-Chair of
the Consumer Goods Forum.

Emmanuel is strongly committed to promoting
innovative inclusive business models. In 2005, he
supervised the first social business experiments
conducted in Bangladesh with Grameen Bank and
the creation of Danone Communities, in close
collaboration with 2006 Nobel Peace Prize-Winner
Muhammad Yunus. With Martin Hirsch, Emmanuel
is also a founder and co-chair of the Business and
Poverty Action Tank, a social-business incubator
based at HEC in Paris.

In 2013, upon the request of the French
Government, Emmanuel co-wrote with Jay Naidoo
the report “Innovating by mobilizing stakeholders:
10 proposals for a new approach to Official
Development Assistance".

Mariama wants to address the energy deficit in Africa
and the devastating degradation of cropland caused
by chemical fertilizers. Her project, “JACIGREEN",
offers an innovative eco-solution to the problem of
water hyacinth. Following her graduation in
biodiversity and environmental management from
Abdou Moumouni University in 2013, she joined the
International Institute for Water and Environmental
Engineering (2iE) to start an engineering degree in
water and the environment.
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Tom joined NRT in 2006, and for the past 10 years
has been a leader in the design, development, and
expansion of the Northern Rangelands Trust. His
incredible work has not gone unnoticed.

In September 2013, Tom was awarded the Tusk
Conservation Award by the Duke of Cambridge for
his outstanding contribution to brokering peace
through conservation in northern Kenya. When US
President Barack Obama visited Kenya in 2015,
Tom was chosen to be a member of the civil society
discussion group, where he opened talks on wildlife
trafficking with the President. The following year,
Tom won the Stanford University Law School Bright
Award for Environmental Sustainability, a
prestigious international prize that recognises
environmental pioneers.
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Strive Masiyiwa a businessman, entrepreneur, and
philanthropist. He is the founder and executive
chairman of diversified international
Telecommunications, Media and Technology
group Econet Wireless.

Masiyiwa is a member of the Africa Progress
Panel (APP), a group of ten distinguished individuals
who advocate at the highest levels for equitable and
sustainable development in Africa. As a Panel
Member, he facilitates coalition building to leverage
and broker knowledge and convenes decision-makers
to influence policy for lasting change in Africa.

Strive Masiyiwa
Founder & Chairman

Econet Wireless


