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 « JEANNE D’ARC » 2017 IN A NUTSHELL  
 
 
 

Living far away, for a long time, as a crew  
Task force “Jeanne d’Arc“ 2017 is a long-term deployment of an amphibious battle group. In 2017, task 
force “Jeanne d’Arc“ is built around landing helicopter dock (LHD) Mistral (Bâtiment de Projection et de 
Commandement - BPC) and frigate Courbet (La Fayette-class frigate -FLF). 
 
 

 
 
During five months, task force “Jeanne d’Arc” 2017 is a perfect example of the diversity and of the high 
demands of the missions that the French Navy is able to conduct within a joint services and joint allied 
environment. 

This operational deployment is a practical training course in real-life conditions for 137 French and 
foreign midshipmen graduating from the French Naval Academy, as well as student-officers from the 
supply, medical and civilian maritime affairs branches. 

Mission start date: February 28, 2017, from Toulon, France. 
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5 Key Purposes 

• Deployment in areas of strategic interest 

The Navy regularly deploys its units in areas of strategic interest, as defined in the 2013 White Paper. 
Pre-positioning the Jeanne d'Arc group allows to uphold a thorough knowledge of these areas, to 
evaluate changes and to anticipate emerging crises. It also gives France autonomy of decision. Like for 
any battleship at sea, the combat sailors assigned to the Jeanne d'Arc battle group can be engaged in 
operations by order of the Chief of the Defense Staff. 

• International cooperation underpins many operations 

During the deployment of the Jeanne d'Arc group, numerous cooperative activities are scheduled, most 
notably with the British and American navies, hosted aboard LHD Mistral. They reflect the desire to 
maintain a very high level of interoperability with our allies, as required for the conduct of operations in 
an international coalition. Today, the French Navy acts within the framework of coalitions in the fight 
against Daech; against maritime piracy in the Indian Ocean; and against migrant and other kinds of 
trafficking (such as narcotics, etc.). 

• Naval support to diplomacy 

Task force “Jeanne d’Arc” is part of French national territory and contributes to reinforce France’s 
influence. In and by itself, its presence is a strong token of commitment from our country and without 
question a potent support to French diplomacy. As with all naval vessels abroad, stopovers help to 
develop France's relations with the host country. They are an opportunity for actions with high added 
value in support of French influence. 

• Supporting exports 

Supporting defense industry exports is one of the missions assigned to the Ministry of Defense. The 
Navy participates in this mission in support of the Defense Procurement Agency (DGA-DI) as well as 
the industries. 

As a recognized professional (“combat proven” equipment), the Navy thus contributes to the defense of 
France’s interests abroad, with significant economic outcomes at home. 

• Hands-on training for Navy student-officers 

As they are deployed with the amphibious battle group, student-officers gain hands-on experience in 
real operational conditions. By leaving for a long time; at a great distance from familiar shores; and 
living as a crew, the future officers of the Navy acquire true expertise in naval systems by practicing 
their trade. With a solid experience of taking responsibility and a great operational culture, they are 
ready to perform their duties upon graduation from the Naval Academy. 
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 « Jeanne d’Arc » 2017 Deployment 
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TASK FORCE “JEANNE D’ARC”  
 
The “Jeanne d'Arc” battle group revolves around capital ship LHD Mistral and frigate Courbet, and is 
operated by the crews of these modern ships, including the officer-students on board. As is often the 
case, an Army detachment takes part in joint training at the beginning of the mission. 

This year and for the first time, the amphibious group includes British and American allies 
simultaneously, for unparalleled cooperation and interoperability. 
 
Involvement of student-officers 
 
The student-officers take an active part in the task force. After an initial training period, they become 
critical to the successful execution of the missions assigned to the task force. 
During this long-term deployment, they are constantly given responsibilities in operational conditions. 
They acquire practical experience in the subject matters learned at the Naval Academy, experience the 
status of a military commander and become experts in naval system. 
This pedagogy relies on a sustained operational tempo and on sharing experience between the crews 
of both ships. 

« Jeanne d’Arc » 2017 will include: 

- 77 ensigns including five foreign student-officers embedded in the Class of 2014 of the Naval 
Academy, from Germany, South Korea, Benin, Madagascar, Algeria and Cameroon. 

- 29 student-officers under long-term contracts, also known as the “OMSC” career track. 
- 6 student-pursers of the armed forces with naval specialization 
- 11 maritime affairs officers 
- 6 military doctors starting their career with the Navy. 
- 8 invited external student/officers from the United Kingdom, Egypt, Indonesia, Cameroon, 

Canada, and Morocco. 

Besides, other students will embark for shorter periods: 

- 10 Army sub-lieutenants from Saint-Cyr Coëtquidan Military Academy 
- 10 procurement engineers-in-training 
- 15 trainee-interns from EDHEC business school.  
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The Army detachment  
The French Army participates with a helicopter detachment of two Gazelles that will be present until the 
Djibouti stopover. This detachment includes elements from the 4th Air Combat Brigade (4th BAC) and 
from the 3rd Combat Helicopter Regiment (3rd RHC). An embedded tactical group (GTE) of about 150 
people, mainly from the 21st Marine Infantry Regiment (RIMa), will also be included in the mission. 
Finally, ten sub-lieutenants from the Saint-Cyr Coëtquidan Military Academy will embark on a training 
course at the beginning of the mission. 
 
British and American cooperation 
 
A detachment of about 60 Royal Navy personnel with two Merlin Mk3 helicopters will be on-board for 
the entire extent of the mission, to be deployed in the training of LHD Mistral as a helicopter assault 
platform. Such a high level of participation in a Jeanne d'Arc mission is unprecedented and will allow a 
genuine sharing of know-how in amphibious operations. 

The Royal Navy already operates very often with the French Navy. In addition to the Jeanne d'Arc 
mission, this cooperation will again reach another high point this year, when France and the United 
Kingdom assume command of "Combined Task Force 150", a multinational coalition for combating 
terrorism in the Indian Ocean in the summer of 2017.   

The U.S. Marine Corps also takes part in the mission with a detachment during the first month and 
another one between Japan and Australia, involving a total of nearly 125 US sailors who will participate 
in amphibious exercises. The French Navy is the only European navy to have achieved such a high 
level of cooperation with the U.S. Navy, a testimony to the long-lasting trust and interoperability that 
exist between our two navies. 
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BPC Mistral 
 
In active duty since 2006 
Number of seamen: 202 
Missions: projection of helicopters; projection of troops and equipment by 
amphibious landing; projection of a joint or combined staff; medical support 
for combat or humanitarian operations. 
 
Commanding officer: Captain Stanislas de Chargères 
 

LHD Mistral is a very versatile capital ship that has a strong joint forces capability permitting missions as 
diverse as strike operations or assistance to civilian populations. It is also the first fully electrically 
powered military ship with steerable pods and that meets the most demanding international 
environmental standards (MARPOL). 

LHD Mistral is designed specifically for the long-term embarkation of several hundred soldiers. To allow 
for continued training of student officers during the mission, the modular staff area of the LHD was 
reconfigured with several briefing rooms, a 150-seat conference room and a planning room with access 
to information and command systems. 

The French Naval Academy is present on board through a training unit called EAOM (école 
d’application des officiers de marine-application school for Navy student officers), which executes 
academic trainings, offers pedagogical expertise and guarantees the continuity of know-how during the 
“Jeanne d’Arc” mission. 

The detachment of the amphibious fleet will include a fast-amphibious landing craft (EDA-R) as well as 
two equipment transport barges (CTM). LHD Mistral will also carry three helicopters: a Dauphin and two 
British Merlin from 845 NAS Merlin Detachment. 
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Bio of Captain Stanislas de Chargères 
 
• 1992: Joins the French Naval Academy. 

 
• 1995: Graduates from the Weapons course at the end of his term 

at the application school onboard helicopter carrier Jeanne d'Arc. 
He is assigned to destroyer Commandant Ducuing based in Toulon, 
as head of the Weapons division, and takes part in Operation 
SHARP GUARD. 
 

• 1996: Joins the red crew of SSN Emeraude. 
 

• 1997: Assigned as deputy head of the Weapons department on 
ASW frigate Jean de Vienne. He serves for two years as officer of 
the watch, Operations. 
 

• 1999: Assumes command of patrol boat Athos in Bayonne for one year. 
 

• 2001: Graduates from the Combat Systems and Naval Weapons School, specializing in Surface 
Combat. He then joins anti-aircraft frigate Jean Bart where he serves as deputy head of the 
Weapons department; officer of the watch, Operations; and anti-aircraft officer. He takes part in 
anti-terrorism operation "Heracles" off Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
 

• 2002: Assigned as a weapons instructor at Saint-Mandrier naval training center. 
 

• 2003: Appointed aide-de-camp to the Chief of the Defense Staff. In this capacity, he is called upon 
to take part in the inspections of all the theaters of operations of the French armed forces. 
 

• 2005: Joins LTC Siroco as deputy commanding officer, Operations. For two years, he takes part in 
operation LICORNE in Ivory Coast (2005, 2006 and 2007), operation CORYMBE in the Gulf of 
Guinea (2006 and 2007) and operation BALISTE in Lebanon (2006) . 
 

• 2008: Upon graduation from the War College, he joins the Joint Operations Planning and 
Command Center (CPCO) and serves as the officer in charge of planning for French operations in 
Afghanistan. 
 

• 2010: Appointed commanding officer of frigate Vendémiaire , based in New Caledonia. 
 

• 2011: Joins the human resources division of the Navy in the policy office, in charge of non-
commissioned officers and of enlisted personnel. 
 

• 2014: As the executive officer of LHD Mistral, he takes part for the third time in operation 
CORYMBE and in operation DAMAN in Lebanon. 
 

• 2016: Appointed commanding officer, LHD Mistral. 
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La Fayette-type frigate Courbet 
 
In active duty since 1997 
Number of seamen: 153 
Missions : patrol and escort in crisis areas; Support of intervention forces; 
Protection of commercial traffic. 
 
Commanding Officer: Commander Xavier Bagot 
 

The La Fayette-type frigate Courbet was designed for intervention in crisis 
areas. Her stealthiness and light acoustic signature enable her to deploy first to gather the necessary 
information which will allow the intervention of a naval force. The importance given to the reduction of 
her radar and acoustic signatures, her modular design and high degree of automation make her an 
innovative ship. 

Frigate Courbet escorts LHD Mistral. Indeed, the “capital ships” of the French Navy must be escorted to 
complement their own self-defense in the context of asymmetric combat. 

The complementarity of its component assets gives the « Jeanne d’Arc » task group a wide and 
coherent range of capabilities under the orders of the Chief of the Joint Staff and proves to be of great 
advantage in the training of the student-officers. 
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Bio of Commander Xavier Bagot 
 
• 1998: Joins the French Naval Academy. 

 
• 2000: Takes part in the Navy Officer Application Campaign aboard 

helicopter carrier Jeanne d'Arc and chooses to specialize in 
transmissions, surface forces. 
 

• 2001: Appointed third officer and later executive officer of patrol boat 
La Gracieuse in Guyana 
 

• 2003: Auditor of the 38th "youth" seminar of the institute of defense 
studies (IHEDN) in Fort de France. On returning from Cayenne, 
posted to frigate Courbet as head of the deck service, then as head of 
the information and communication systems department and 
maneuvering officer. He takes part in operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM in the Indian Ocean. 
 

• 2006: Graduates from the Combat Systems and Naval Weapons School, majoring in information 
and communication systems. He then joins ASW frigate Montcalm as head of the information and 
communication systems department. He takes part in operation BALISTE during the summer of 
2006, as well as patrolling the western (anti-narcotics operations LÉVRIER) and the eastern 
Mediterranean (operation IMPARTIAL BEHAVIOUR under United Nations flag off Lebanon). 
 

• 2008: Joins the ALINDIEN Joint Staff. He contributes to the European Union operation ATALANTA 
and to the operations leading to the release of hostages aboard sailboats "Carré d'As" and "Tanit". 
 

• 2009: assumes command of patrol boat La Moqueuse in New Caledonia and carries out fisheries 
surveillance and cooperation missions in the South Pacific, from Tonga to Papua, to Australia and 
New Zealand. 
 

• 2010: Joins frigate Forbin, at first as deputy commanding officer, crew; and later as combat system 
expert and maneuvering officer. After being admitted to active service, Forbin in 2010 performed 
mission AGAPANTHE and in 2011 HARMATTAN. The second year was devoted to maritime 
surveillance missions in the eastern Mediterranean. 
 

• 2012: After graduating from the War College, serves three years in the information and 
communication department of the Navy Staff. 
 

• 2016: Appointed commanding officer, frigate Courbet. 
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FOCUS ON MARITIME ISSUES IN ASIA-PACIFIC 

France, an Asia-Pacific Power 

France is present in the south of the Indian Ocean with the islands of Mayotte and La Réunion, French 
Southern and Antarctic territories; it is also present in the Pacific with New Caledonia, Wallis and 
Futuna, Adélie, French Polynesia and Clipperton. 

French overseas sovereignty forces and its permanent military presence in the Indian Ocean and the 
Pacific guarantee a presence that is unique among European countries and enable it to contribute to the 
stability of the region alongside its partners such as Australia, India, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore and 
the United States. 

A strong commitment to security and stability in the Asia-Pacific region 

"In this globalized world of ours, there are no local or regional challenges, there are only shared 
challenges that vary in intensity. France, by giving itself the means to defend its interests and with an 
ambitious security role, intends to contribute to the stability of the Asia-Pacific region."  
Minister of Defense Jean-Yves Le Drian, Shangri-La Dialogue 2016. 

Asia-Pacific, a dynamic center of economic growth and technological innovation, is a source of global 
prosperity that also exhibits vulnerabilities. Its security is therefore essential, and must be based on 
dialogue; respect for international law; and rules established on a multilateral basis. 

Building on this reflection, Mr. Le Drian in his address to the Shangri La Dialogue called for coordination 
among European navies in order "to ensure a presence in maritime spaces in Asia as permanent and 
visible as possible ". 

Facing tensions in the South China Sea, France, a leading civilian and military maritime power, 
continues to affirm the principle of freedom of navigation, to contribute to the security of maritime areas, 
to promote the uniform application of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
France does not, however, take sides on questions of sovereignty in this maritime area and calls on all 
parties to settle their disputes in a peaceful manner. 
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GLOBAL MARITIME STRATEGIC ISSUES  
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About thE FRENCh NAvy

The French Navy is permanently involved at sea all over the world in order to :
- Deter: at least one nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) 

is permanently deployed since 1972 ;
- Protect: all units of the French navy contribute to the protection of French 

citizens and territories (national maritime
defense, defense of French sovereignty, fight against trafficking at sea, protection of human life) ;
- Act: at sea, above land (participation to land-based operations with ship-borne and maritime 

patrol aircraft) and on land (Navy marines and commando units).

The French Navy acts continuously, thus participating in the gathering of information and in 
the evaluation of the strategic picture and promoting the international influence of France.

The French Navy includes 39 000 seamen, 3000 civilian employees, 10 submarines, 72 fighting 
and support ships, nearly 200 fighter, patrol, rotary wing and surveillance aircraft.

At any time, 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, on every sea and ocean of the planet, the French 
Navy deploys 35 surface ships, at least 1 SSBN, 5 in-flight aircraft, and several commando units, for 
a total of 4 500 seamen below, at and above the surface as well as on land, in order to defend 

France’s interests and guarantee the security of French citizen at home or abroad.

In 2017, the French Navy will recruit and train up to 3 500 seamen aged between 16 and 29,
 with an educational background ranging from junior high school up to a Master’s degree. 
In order to update its know-how and maintain its operational capability, the French Navy 

each year enrols future seamen in more than 50 occupations, through the network 
of 45 CIRFAs (Centres d’informations et de recrutement des forces armées / Joint centers 

for information and recruitment) covering France and its overseas territories.

thE FRENCh NAvy multImEDIA lIbRARy

The French navy provides 
images and videos in its multimedia library.

To register, please ask for a username on our website: https://www.mediatheque.marine.defense.gouv.fr
Phone +33 9 88 68 57 23 / mediatheque.marine@gmail.com 


	SOMMAIRE
	« JEANNE D’ARC » 2017 IN A NUTSHELL
	Living far away, for a long time, as a crew
	5 Key Purposes
	« Jeanne d’Arc » 2017 Deployment
	TASK FORCE “JEANNE D’ARC”
	The Army detachment
	BPC Mistral
	Bio of Captain Stanislas de Chargères
	Bio of Commander Xavier Bagot

	FOCUS ON MARITIME ISSUES IN ASIA-PACIFIC
	France, an Asia-Pacific Power
	GLOBAL MARITIME STRATEGIC ISSUES
	MEDIA CONTACTS
	The French Navy multimedia library
	About the French Navy


