
Based in Toulouse at the heart 
of the European space ecosystem 

Located inside the French Space Agency’s 
site in Toulouse, the NATO Space CoE 

will have access to the best range of public and 
private space expertise in Europe, including 
world-class industrial companies, innovative 
“new Space” actors, cutting-edge laboratories 
and academic organizations of the highest stand-
ards. It will also benefit from a unique dynam
ic, building upon the development of defence 
assets unequalled in Europe, such as the newly 
founded French Space Command and its opera-
tions centre, but also the upcoming Space Lab and 
Space Military Academy, all institutions located 
in the same region. Immersed in the unique en
vironment provided by the birthplace of the 
aeronautics and space industry in Europe, the 
NATO Space CoE in Toulouse will ensure the 
Alliance’s ability to understand space in all its 
complexity, and better address the challenges it 
poses to our common security.

Presentation of

The French Space 
Center of Excellence 
(CoE) for NATO

France’s contribution to a fair 
and balanced distribution of 
CoEs across NATO territory  

By offering to host the NATO Space CoE, 
France is willing to enhance its participa-

tion in NATO’s prospective and thinking. Locat-
ing the future NATO Space CoE in France will 
allow us to go forward on a fairer burden sharing 
between Nations through a more balanced geo
graphic distribution of the CoEs throughout 
NATO and Allied territories. 

Open to the participation of 
all NATO Allies, partner nations 
and international organisations

The NATO Space CoE will be a multina
tional, interagency, joint, military and 

civilian, MoU-based organisation with Sponsor-
ing Nations and France as the Framework Nation, 
represented by the Ministry for the Armed Forces. 
France will request the North Atlantic Council to 
confirm the NATO Space CoE as a NATO Mili-
tary Body with international status under the 
Paris Protocol. 

The NATO Space CoE aims at serving Nations’, 
NATO and partners’ long-term interests by 
 combining efforts and expertise, increasing in-
teroperability, standardisation and effectiveness. 
Sponsoring Nations and contributing Partners are 
invited to participate and provide the CoE with 
Subject Matter Experts to fill executive positions 
available in our suggested organisational chart.
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A CoE dedicated to all pillars
of the space activities

The mission of the NATO Space CoE is to 
support NATO allies and partners in the fol-

lowing core areas: 

A center of excellence fully 
dedicated to Space

The French NATO Space CoE will be the 
leading source of expertise on space through 

an overall approach that will accumulate, create 
and disseminate knowledge amongst NATO, 
Nations and partners. The NATO Space CoE 
will cover the full spectrum of military space 
activities such as Operational Space Support, 
Space Domain Awareness and Space  Domain 
Coordination. It will foster expertise sharing 
between Nations and Subject Matter Experts from 
a wide diversity of fields: defence, industry and 
research. The NATO Space CoE will thus become 
the internationally recognised focal point for 
the space community of interest regarding the 
full spectrum of NATO space  activities.

Benefiting from the French 
space military and civilian 

expertise 

As a major space power in the Alliance, 
France operates a wide range of military 

space capabilities to support intelligence gath-
ering, decision-making, strategic autonomy 
and military operations. She is also committed 
to peaceful and responsible use of space. Hav-
ing fully understood and taken into account the 
evolving space environment and the risks and 
threats associated with it, both from military 
and civilian perspectives, France released in July 
2019 a Space Defence Strategy.

 The NATO Space CoE will be closely as-
sociated with the French Space Command 
created in September 2019 to federate na-
tional military space expertise and coor-

dinate all means devoted to space defence. The 
CoE will therefore benefit from the French 
space operational activities and their agile de-
velopments, as well as the training and educa-
tion capacities of the Space Military Academy, 
and more specifically its Military Space Oper-
ations Training Centre, and experimentations 
from the Space Lab. The CoE will be an open 
place enabling Nations to increase and share 
their skills through all the expertise available in 
Toulouse. Together, these entities constitute a 
coherent and ambitious Space Hub, in which 
the NATO Space CoE will be fully included. 
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