
 

         Tokyo, 10 October 2017 

Dear Minister, 

The European Union, its Member States, as well as Iceland, Norway and Switzerland work 
closely with Japan, as like-minded partners, on the global challenges of our times, and share a 
commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. Our governments greatly value 
this relationship with Japan and it is our ambition to continue to strengthen and deepen our 
collaboration in all fields. 

It is in this spirit of friendship, and with the ambition of greater collaboration in mind, that we 
wish to raise an issue of great importance to us, namely the death penalty. More than 2/3 of 
the countries of the world are currently abolitionist in law or practice, and the global trend is 
towards abolition. We would like to see Japan join this worldwide trend and the growing 
community of nations which have ceased to apply the death penalty.  

The EU, its Member States, Iceland, Norway and Switzerland all consider the death penalty to 
be a violation of human dignity that has not been shown in any way to act as a deterrent to 
crime. We are opposed to it in all cases and under all circumstances.  

There are already voices in Japan which call for a thorough review of capital punishment and 
its place in the overall criminal justice system in Japan. We have welcomed last year the 
adoption of the declaration by the Japan Federation of Bar Associations which calls for the 
abolition of the death penalty by 2020, when the UN Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice will be held in Japan. 

At the same time, we recognize that the death penalty is a difficult, emotive issue, particularly 
with regards to the suffering of victims of crimes and of their relatives. But it is an issue on 
which governments, in particular those standing for the full enjoyment of human rights and 
dignity, need to show leadership. In this context also, we would like to invite you to promote 
an open debate on this issue.  

Such a debate would allow the public to weigh for themselves the evidence, also from other 
countries, including European ones, that a moratorium on the death penalty, and its eventual 
abolition, can actually strengthen the capacity of judicial systems to effectively deliver justice, 
prevent irreversible miscarriages of justice, and meet with public acceptance. 

 

Signed by all EU Heads of Mission jointly with Heads of Mission of Iceland, Norway and 
Switzerland 

 

Ms. Yōko Kamikawa  
Minister of Justice 


